Where Reality is Respect,
Appreciation, and Fulfillment

My Story. My Voice.
By: Hannah Thompson, as presented during our
Annual Fall Benefit, October 4, 2015

I am so honored to have been
asked to speak at the RRAF
Fundraiser. Thank you to all
who were able to attend this
event!
This event is so important
because it creates success
stories. I’m a success story in
progress. I have Cerebral Palsy
and three different movement
disorders; I cannot walk or talk
on
my
own.
I
live
independently; I manage my
own caregivers; I am on the
FCC’s Disability Advisory
Committee; I am on the junior
board of Over the Rainbow, an
organization that provides
housing for people with
disabilities; and I mentor a high
school student through a
scholarship program. You may
have noticed a paying job and a
boyfriend are missing. I’m not
going to pass by this
opportunity to put in a plug: if
you can help with the paying
job, or if you like what I am
about after hearing what I have
to say, please contact me. I’m
going to focus on the positive
here, though, because there is
so much.

RRAF is such a tremendous
organization. Although I have
not benefited directly from
RRAF, I know how powerful
organizations can be. I wouldn’t
be here if I didn’t have certain
organizations in my life. I’ll
start with Jewish Child and
Family Services. For my family
that consists of two loving
parents and two younger
siblings, David, who is now
almost 20, and Genevieve, who
is 16. Until I graduated high
school, these amazing women
would come and take care of me
and my siblings if my parents
went out. I was an independent
spirit from the start. On the first
day of preschool, I was the little
girl who looked at mom as if to
say, “Why are you still here?”
That was just me. So, when the
respite worker came, I was
waiting for my parents to go. I
bonded with each and every
woman. That bonding helped
me form relationships with
every caregiver that I have ever
had since. Forming relationships
with my first respite care
workers built a foundation for
future
relationships
with
caregivers.

So, when I saw RRAF offered
in-home services, I know any
individual with a disability will
prosper greatly from these
services, as I did. I was still at
home when I had my first
experience with these amazing
respite workers, so it was my
mother who trained them and
directed my care, until the week
when I went to Camp Courage.
My smile gets even bigger
when I talk about Camp
Courage. Camp Courage is a
camp
for
people
with
disabilities. Courage taught me
a lot about myself and,
honestly, I could talk about
camp all day, but I will focus
on how it taught me to direct
my own care. For the first
time, mom couldn’t train them.
The counselors all had a basic
knowledge of how to care for
those with physical disabilities,
but it wasn’t my mom who was
sitting down with them. I had to
be the one to tell them things
such as, “I have no balance
response; you have to feed me
on my right side” – the list of
necessary instructions for my
care is very long.
Continued on Page Two – My Voice
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From Page One – My Voice

This all fell on my shoulders for the first time. I learned a lot about myself. I asked them to carry me the
first day because I was too nervous to walk with them, but by the third day, I trusted myself to walk with
them. Currently, my mother does initial training of my caregivers, and then we are on our own, which
terrifies the caregivers, but I am thinking, “We’ve got this.” Camp Courage was a wonderful steppingstone
for me. Really, I grew up there. I just attended a counselor’s wedding; it was a great place to meet friends. I
stopped going to camp when – and I swear to God this actually happened – a counselor who was with me in
the pool put me on her knee and said, “Bouncy, bouncy, bouncy.” I knew that was my last year. I had
graduated from college and, apparently, I graduated from camp, too. By that time, I had learned so much
about myself. So when I saw that RRAF offers developmental training services, I knew that the recipients
of those programs would learn as much about themselves as I did.
Everyone who happens to have a disability needs to learn about themselves – really, we all do, but the one
thing that is crucial for people who have a disability to come to know is how powerful they are. All
children are powerful beings, but they only learn just how powerful they are through being independent.
I have only spoken about two organizations here, but I had countless organizations come into my life and
say, “You are independent; you are powerful, even though you have Cerebral Palsy.” It goes without saying
that I had so many individuals come into my life and say, “You can be great.” RRAF is that kind of
organization that says to those it serves, “We support your family and understand your struggles”; but, most
importantly, they say, “You can be independent, you can be powerful, and you can be your awesome self.”
I thank you again for letting me speak to you on such a lovely fall afternoon, and I would love to hear from
you with any questions you may have.
A QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH HANNAH
After the Fall Benefit I had many conversations with guests who were still abuzz about the speech Hannah
gave. It energized so many of us and guests relayed both comments and questions that they wished they
could ask of her. So, I emailed her a few of them and her responses are below. Thank you Hannah for
sharing your thoughts with us.
Marilyn Flanagan, Executive Director


What do you think your life would be like now – if you were your age 30 years ago?
If I was my age 30 years ago, I would have fewer choices in technology, which would limit my career
opportunities exponentially. The ADA act would be in it’s infancy (it’s infancy the appropriate term)
so I probably would be struggling to live independently. So many things could be different.



How do others with disabilities gain the confidence to just be themselves like you have been able to do
so well?
This is a hard question. I see my disability as something to get around, not an identity or excuse. I
think you need to have a incredible support system like I am blessed with and a fierce desire to live life
to the fullest.



I have been told that you “give others faith in humanity.” How do you feel when hearing that?
It warms my heart that people feel that way after meeting me.



You mentioned that texting on your phone was easier than your communication device. What changes
would you like to see with communicators to benefit you?
Companies that make adaptive equipment need to start testing their equipment with the end user. Some
simple design mistakes could be eliminated with the end user testing the product.

Continued on Page Three – Questions and Answers
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From Page Two – Questions and Answers


What is the short version of your resume and your desired job at this time?
I have 2-3 years of experience in not-for-profit marketing with a focus on managing their social media.
However, I would like to be a mentor for individuals starting to use communication devices. I would
like to help people in rehabilitation facilities or pediatric therapy environments.

THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT HANNAH
Hannah Thompson graduated from Elmhurst College in 2012. She participated in Greek Life and was heavily
involved in spiritual life on campus as well. Her professors nominated her for prestigious awards such as Lincoln
Laureate. She currently lives in Elmhurst in an apartment on her own. She is a member of the Federal
Communications Commission’s Disability Advisory Committee which is a complete honor to Hannah.
Hannah has also had the privilege of having a documentary made about her life during her college years that can be
accessed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJOX4qJwBqw.
Hannah also does a monthly blog that can be accessed at: http://hannahscollegeadventures.blogspot.com.

Look at that raffle bin !!
And, all of those 175+ prizes !!
There were lots of happy winners.

The room was filled with supporters of RRAF.
Food, fun, contests, and friends galore.

Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
One and all!
Our Annual
Fall Benefit
was attended
by almost
250 people.

The Saint Matthew Knights of Columbus,
Council 9893, members remain steadfast,
supportive partners of RRAF. Over the years
they have donated almost $130,000.00.

And the
event raised
almost
$17,000.00 !!
A wonderful
afternoon.

Zachary Slaughter and Kelly Bowen are
presented the Lapertosa Award by Sandy
Davis. Their above and beyond efforts as
employees of RRAF do not go unnoticed.

Page 4

RRAF – October, 2015

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO DONATED RAFFLE PRIZES
FOR OUR ANNUAL FALL BENEFIT CELEBRATION!
Addison Dairy Queen
Alfie’s Inn, Glen Ellyn
Dorothy Altman
Amalfi Ristorante, Bloomingdale
Amy Altman
Angelo’s Ristorante, Elmhurst
Anyway’s, Oakbrook Terrace
Aurelio’s, Oak Brook
Barone’s of Glen Ellyn
Denise Behrens
Judy Boyer
Brianna’s Flowers, Bloomingdale
Nancy Brockmeier
Susan Campbell’s Bling Business
Carson’s, Stratford Square Mall
Chama Gaucha, Downers Grove
Chicago History Museum
Chicago Sky, Skokie
Crossroads Tavern, Wood Dale
Dave and Buster’s, Addison
Rick and Kathy DiPrima
‘El Tesoro’ Restaurant, Glendale Hts.
Fernandez Food Group, Addison
Fire & Wine, Glen Ellyn
Lucy Fisher
Franky’s, Addison
Glendale Lakes Golf Club,
Glendale Hts.
Graue Mill and Museum, Oakbrook
Hacker’s Glenbard Gardens
Hair Parlor, Glendale Heights
Hollywood Casino, Aurora
Home Depot
Huyvaert Chiropractic, Glendale Hts.
Improv, Schaumburg
Itasca Country Club
Ki’s Steak and Seafood, Glendale Hts.
Krage’s Servicenter, Addison
Pat Kreibich

Lilac Bakery, Lombard
Lombard Dairy Queen
Lombard Roller Rink
Lost Mountain, Woodridge
Lynfred Winery, Roselle
Maggiano’s, Schaumburg
Malnati Organization
Manhattan’s, Carol Stream
Mario Tricoci, Stratford Square Mall
Valerie Mazzanti
Sue Metty
The Morton Arboretum, Lisle
Music Box Theater, Chicago
Olive Garden, Bloomingdale
Outback Steakhouse, Bloomingdale
Paramount Theatre, Aurora
Phillies, Willowbroook
Platt Hill Nursery, Bloomingdale
Margie Pomykala
Red Apple Pancake House,
Carol Stream
Rooster’s Bar & Grill, Bloomingdale
Rosati’s Pizza, Bloomingdale
RRAF “Jewelry Cartel”
Shannon’s Irish Pub & Deli,
Lombard
Shedd Aquarium
St. Andrews Golf Club, West
Chicago
Target, Glendale Hts.
Village Tavern and Grill,
Carol Stream
The Westin, Lombard
Gail Williams
WUSN-FM / US99.5
WXRT
Zanie’s Comedy Nite Club, Chicago
Zio Tony’s, Addison

Lombard Citizens Police
Academy Alumni
Association members
Lorettta Kearns and
Mickey Rogers were
acknowledged with a
Lapertosa Award for
The groups support and
friendship to RRAF.
They also presented
us with a donation !!

THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS AND
ORGANIZATIONS MADE
DONATIONS TO OUR
FALL BENEFIT.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT.

Addison Dairy Queen
Ken and Kathy Altman
Mike and Patricia Assaf
Don and Jo Azarias
Frank and Connie Bruno
Myrna Collado
Dina Dela Cruz
Roger and Sandra Davis
Don and Bonita DeVale
Jean Dolle
Tom and Marilyn Flanagan
Felix and Edna Ganon
Mark and Elizabeth Grzywa
Michael and Frances Grzywa
Paul and Cindy Habura
Walter Johnson, Jr.
Lee and Barbara Kennedy
Steve and Kelly Mielke
Tania Mitton
David and Sally Mullan
Anthony Pittacora
Mike and Melissa Plaiss
Brian Santos
Al and Judi Stojanovic
Marguerite Tully
Dr. Ernest Turcotte
Rita Vrona

JEWELRY !!
Thank you to our
recent jewelry donors:
Andrea Closs
Holly Fisher
Bertha Hahn
Wally Johnson
Cindy Layton
Jean Malak
Kathy Sweeney
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GENERAL
DONATIONS

IN MEMORY
Patricia Assaf
John and Anne Barry
Arlene Dingillo
Joseph and Jeanne DiPirro
Joseph and Cynthia Dunn
Gary and Maria Grabarczk
Jim and Dorothy Hess
Dick and Mary Ellen Kelly
The Killian Family - Russ, Ro,
Kelly, and Meghan
Lakewood Country Club
Ron and Lori Martens
Judy Mitchell
Joan Mruk
Elisabeth Murgas
Frank and June Novakowski
Palicki Family
Kimberly Phillips
Scott Radtke
Rita Ruchie
William and Joanne Schaper
Smokehouse Harbour Condominium
Association
Judith Wagner
Michael and Dori Warner
Josephine DiPrima
Roger and Sandy Davis
Dan and Sarah Ellig
Boon Ooi
Jim and Wendy Phillips
Mike and Jeannie Vercillo

Kathy DiPrima
Nancy Brockmeier
Dr. Ron and Joyce Campopiano
Roger and Sandy Davis
David and Eileen Kryzer
David and Mary Kryzer
Carl and Susan Larusso
Sue Madsen
Lisa Paprocki
Michael and Audrey Signa
Ray and Genie Urick
Victoria Jalowiec
Ron, Jim, Joe, and Dave Jalowiec
Joni Knox
Penny Anderson
Sandy Mack
Penny Anderson
Beverly Mayer
Penny Anderson
Aaron Mitton
Roger and Sandy Davis
Pearl Pedde
Roger and Sandy Davis
Rod Schwartz
Roger and Sandy Davis

Centurian ($100—$499)
Burt and Joan Bowen
Lombard Citizens Police
Academy Alumni Association
“To Feed the People We Serve”
Tuesday Morning Ladies League

IN HONOR
Brooke Davis
Frank and Connie Bruno
Don and Bonita DeVale
Bonnie Habura
Carol Bartels
Scott Delano
Thomas Piehl
Julie Ann O’Shea
Steve Stojanovic
Al and Judi Stojanovic
Mary Urick
Roy Fisher

Our guest speaker, Hannah Thompson,
and her assistant, Morgan Sonnenberg,
gave us a speech that had everyone in the room
emotional. Tears, smiles, newfound hope, and a
renewed sense of purpose was felt by all.
Thank you, Hannah, for your voice.

Administration/Programming
613 South Main Street
Lombard, IL 60148
Phone/Fax: (630) 495-RRAF [7723]
E-Mail: RRAF@RRAF.ORG
Programming Annex
619 South Main Street
Lombard, IL 60148
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Please accept my donation in the amount of:
___________ Benefactor, $500

______________ Centurian, $100

___________ Friend, $10

______________ Other

_____________ Sponsor, $50

This donation is in memory of: _______________________________________________________________________________
honor of: __________________________________________________________________________________
Please send acknowledgement to:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________ State: _________________ Zip Code: __________________
Please make checks payable to RRAF and mail to 613 South Main Street, Lombard, IL 60148-3341. RRAF is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization. All donations not exchanged for goods or services are tax deductible to the extent allowed by IRS regulations. Should
you wish a copy of our certified financial audit , please request it in writing to address above.

